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Waist deep flooding strikes Salem, N.H. on Mother’s Day in 2006. 


Genocide memories 


Holocaust survivor 
speaks to packed 
room at NECC 


By PATRICK WHOLLEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Standing no more than five 
feet tall, Sonia Weitz stood up to 
the podium and joked in her thick 
Polish accent: “This many people 
here to see me, where are they 
going to sit, the ceiling?” 

Weitz, a Holocaust survivor 
visited the NECC campus 
Wednesday, April 2. She told her 
unimaginable stories of sur- 
vival during the genocide. Too 
difficult to constantly repeat the 
horrors she has seen, much of the 
presentation is presented in a 
video of her talking and 
explaining many of the terrible 
events she’s witnessed. 

After the movie, you could 
see by her facial expressions that 
it had been very hard for her to 
watch. 

“T don’t know why L still 


watch this over and over,” she 
said after the film. 

Born in Krakow, Poland, 
Weitz was 11 years old when her 
family and other Polish Jews 
were forced into the ghettos. Out 
of the 84 members of her entire 
family, only two survived the 
massacre. 

Only Sonia, and her sister 
Blanca survived, everybody else 
murdered in unspeakable ways. 
Sonia talked of some the terrible 
things she had seen in the five 
Nazi concentration camps she 
went through, including 
Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. 
She actually said Bergen-Belsen 
was worse than Auschwitz. 

Vicious dogs being let loose 
to attack the prisoners, and the 
game of target practice where the 
S.S. soldiers would tell prisoners 
to run, when they got far enough 
they would be shot down like 
targets. These were just a couple 
of the horrendous ways she has 
seen family and friends be killed. 

Sonia recalled the times her 
mother and father were taken 


away from her and _ vividly 
remembers them being torn from 
her arms, to see them 
again. After losing her parents, 


Sonia said she almost lost faith 


never 


and hope, and wondered what 
kind of God could allow this to 
happen. 


At the end of the Holocaust, . 


Sonia herself almost died, 
suffering from a severe case of 
typhus. She recalled her sister 
constantly poking her and 
keeping her moving 
breathing as she drifted in and 
out of consciousness. 

Author of the book “I 
Promised I Would Tell,” among 
many poems, Sonia tells her 
stories and wants to share with 
everybody the nightmares she has 
experienced so that nobody ever 
forgets what happened during the 
Holocaust. When she reads the 
poems she gets very emotional as 
she gestures and makes the words 
come to life as she reads each 
one. She is co-founder of the 


and 


Peabody, Mass. 


’ Flooding concerns 
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on the rise 


Past flooding has 
locals worried about 


water damage 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


With a record setting season of 
snowfall totals behind us 
spring ahead, 
Merrimack Valley communities are 


and 
storms many 
once again preparing themselves 
for severe flooding. 

According to FEMA, floods are 
one of the most common hazards in 


the United States and that even 


very small streams, dry 
streambeds, or low-lying ground 
that appear harmless in dry 


weather can flood. 

Many people are already facing 
flooded garages and basements, but 
know that things could become 
much worse. 


In recent flooding 


damage has been extensive when 


years, 


the Merrimack, Shawsheen, and 
Spicket Rivers among others, have 
banks. -The 
infamous Mother's. Day flooding of 


over flown their 
2006 occurred when the Merrimack 
crested nearly to ten feet above its 
capacity in some spots. A state of 
emergency was declared in both 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts 
with the flooding causing tens of 
millions of dollars in damage. 

In New Hampshire, the town of 
Salem faces an annual battle each 
spring with the Spicket River, 


which has cause _ significant 
damage to residential 
neighborhoods in the past: 


Floodwater also ends‘up covering 
several major routes through the 
town, like Route 97 and several 
portions of Route 28, forcing 
drivers to navigate a labyrinth of 
detour signs and closed roads. 

See Flooding page 6 


North Shore-Holocaust Center i Pgs 
orth Shore-Holocaust Center 1 Holocaust survivor Sonia Weitz delivers a heart 


wrenching speech on the Nazi genocide of the Jews. 


bot oF 


The time for LGBT 
equal rights is now 


Friday, April 25, is the 12th 
annual National Day of Silence, 
sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian, and 
Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN). On the Day of Silence 
students from all walks of life, 
representing all races, genders, 
religions, sexual orientations, and 
gender expressions will join 
together in a peaceful 
demonstration against the bullying, 
name calling, harassment, and 
social inequality often show to 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 


globe in acceptance. Yet sadly, all 
to often the barriers of religious 
and social bigotry, as well as a 
general tendency towards 
xenophobia, has contributed to the 
cultural gaps we now face. Simply 
put, in this day and age it is not 
acceptable to ostracize people 
based on something so paltry as 
with whom they choose to be 
romantic. 

As college students and faculty 
the job of furthering the goals of 
equality fall to us for we represent 
that next generation. The young 
progressives will be the torch bear- 
ers that bring change to the world 


and Transgender) people and their 
allies. They will echo the silence 
so often given the issue by 
themselves refusing to speak. The 
event draws hundred of thousands 
of participants from middle 
schools, high schools, and colleges 
around the globe and unites them 
in a.single youth movement. 

As the arguably richest and 
most powerful nation on earth the 
United States should be leading the 


and over come the prejudices of 
our past just like each generation 
of young people has done before 
us, be it women's rights or racial 
equality. The time for change is 
upon us and, as a school, we can 
bring this change to fruition by 
participating in events like the Day 
of Silence. See DayofSilence.org 
or join the newly resurrected 
Gay/Straight Alliance on campus 
at noon on Fridays in C108. 


KRTcampus cartoon 


Has Martin Luther King Jr. hada 
lasting effect on society? 
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Raja Nerahoo, General Studies 
“Absolutely, because his speeches, 
his ideals and his methods were not 
violent. It proves that change can be 
achieved by peaceful means.” 


Jim Savarino, Music 
“Yes, he’s a civil rights legend.” 


Ana Gaouette, Liberal Arts 

“Yes, because his speeches had a 
profound effect and gave blacks a 
better life in society.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for 
verification. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the 
subject line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 

We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.equ 
*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Liz Wear, Psychology 

“Absolutely, he lived at a time with a 
lot of discrimination. He was like 
Ghandi.” 


Corey Rappsilber, Liberal Arts 

“T would say on the surface yes , but 
all of his underlying principles died 
with him.” 


Lorenza Peguero, Graphic Design 
“In certain instances, but there is 


While we attempt to publish all letters, still racial discrimination.” 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association 
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Who’s stoked for the Great Depression Part 2? 


The economic 
outlook for the U.S. 
is looking grim 


By HANSEL LopPEz 
Opinion Editor 


The signs 
are starting to 
become too 
obvious for us 
to ignore. The 
economy is 
not doing well 
(it hasn’t been 
this bad since 
September 
1992), so I think it’s time for 
Americans to abandon their state of 
denial and face the facts. 

I don’t intend to spread fear or 
panic, but I’m giving fair warning 
of things to possibly come. 
Another economic depression 
could be in the works considering 
that we’re well into a recession, 
contrary to popular belief. 

Let’s start with the biggest 
issue, or at least the one that affects 
most of us: gas prices. Gas prices 
have set record with the average 
price being $3.28 a gallon while 
diesel is $3.97, up 71 cents and 
1.29 respectively from a year ago. 
I work at a gas station and after 
speaking to the manager, the 
general speculation is that regular, 
unleaded gas will hit four dollars a 
gallon sometime in the late 
summer. Looks like we’re going to 
have to take a cue from China and 
bust out the bicycles, it'll serve us 


Foreclosures are up 62 percent, a 
22 percent increase in 
homelessness and a 20 percent 
decrease in home sales and 
construction. Adding fuel to the 
fire is that a frightening trend 
seems to be that people have to tap 
into their 401(k) accounts in an 
effort to avoid foreclosure and 
eviction. The problem with this is 
that they are not borrowing the 
money with the intention of paying 
it back later, but making 
withdrawals which are taxed and 
charged penalty fees. You got 
people creating more bills when 
trying to pay their preexisting ones. 


characteristics that makes this 
recession different from others is 
that it’s not just us the working 
class that is being affected, the big 
money makers are also starting to 
feel it, too. On March 16 2008, 
Bear Sterns, the fifth largest 
investment bank, was bought out 
by Chase Federal Reserve for 236 
million dollars, roughly about two 
dollars a share. What does this 
have to do with anything you ask? 
Well not too long ago, January 
2007 to be exact; Bear Sterns was 
worth about 20 billion dollars. See 
the difference right? Something 
doesn’t seem add up in that 


Lao? >. ..... 


Fortunately or unfortunately for us, 
depending on your political inclination, 
the government seems to be taking 
notice of the situation at hand. 


It’s like trying to put a band aid on 
cancer. 

In my opinion, the biggest 
economic problem plaguing the 
U.S. right now, and it has been for 
a long time, is the unfair division 
of wealth. But that is a dirty secret 
in the world of American 
economics which nobody likes to 
address; you start talking about 
better, fair wages for laborers and 
suddenly you’re labeled a socialist. 


equation. How can a billion dollar 
corporation have such a free fall? 
Yeah, I lost all hope when I read 
that too. 

Fortunately or unfortunately 
for us, depending on what your 
political inclination is, the govern- 
ment seems to be taking notice of 
the situation at hand. The 
presidential hopefuls all seem to 
share the mentality of mild worry, 
but confident in the country’s 


well since we’re 
anyways. 

- The other big problem is the 
housing crisis. Banks aren’t 
showing the friendliest rates, 
making it hard for people to keep 
up with their mortgage payments. 


overweight 
another time. 


different. 


But that’s something I’ll address 


Well you’re probably saying to 
yourself, we’ve been 
similar situations before and made 
it past so_this one should be no 
But 


ability to pull itself out of this 
predicament; they’ve all mentioned 
they have some kind of new 
through forward moving economic policy. 
Everybody’s favorite president, 
George Bush, already approved the 
economic stimulus package (which 


one of the 


Another Army opinion response 


Dear Editor 

After reading the March 26th response to the recruit- 
ing opinion, I’ve a few words. Stop it. 

Your article — which you claimed was a response to 
the Feb. 27th editorial “Who wants to become a Hero?” - 
didn’t say anything right, furthered no dialogue, and 
pretty much proved the original article’s point that people 
that join the Army are stupid, jingoistic, 
adrenaline-charged teenagers who can barely string 
together a sentence much less construct a logical and 
reasonable rebuttal. Stop it, you aren’t helping. Let me 
handle it. 

Joining the Army isn’t a bad decision. You don’t have 
to be some hick who thinks George Bush rocks your 
socks and the War of Terror is just going dandy to get in. 
I would know — I joined. I find your article offensive 
because it sounds like it doesn’t target the government or 
the recruiters — who you’ve probably got a good argument 
against — but the soldiers themselves. That’s like being 
against welfare but blaming it all on poor people. I 
understand your anger, there is a lot wrong with the way 
the Army is used and run, but don’t focus your rage on the 
effect. Focus it on the cause. If we keep electing and 
allowing our leaders to use systems like the armed forces 


in a way we fine distasteful, then it’s not their fault, it’s 
ours. We need to stand up and be against not annoying 
recruiter calls or ultra cool hat bribes, but the people that 
allowed those things to exist in the first place. Pointing 
fingers at one another and getting kerfuffled will only 
serve to further the problem. 

But don’t think I’m completely against you. The 
adrenaline-junkie, patriotism-for-breakfast Americans 
annoy me too. Such as the man that wrote the response on 
the 26th. Dude, you used the line. You know, the “I’m 
protecting the very freedom you’re now using to bash me 
with” line. No, you’re not. Arguably our armed forces 
haven’t been used for anything remotely useful since 
WWIL. I’m pretty sure you’re not doing anything to 
protect my freedoms. If anything, you’re hurting them. 
Think about it. Any anti-American statement, logical or 
not, is instantly cast off as being unpatriotic or helping the 
terrorist these days. So stop making that argument — it 
doesn’t help. Being an American isn’t about one man or 
system protecting the rest. It’s about all of them, working 
together, to make a great society. So, stop it! 

Sincerly, ; 

Michael S. Dente 


if you think about it is probably the 
only good thing that he’s ever 
done) so every tax payer will be 
getting a check ranging from $300 
to $1200 sometime in May or early 
June. It may not seem much to 
some, but how often does the 
government ever give back? Bush 
also has begun to vaguely hint 
recently that the government is 
going to take more preemptive 
measures to try to salvage the 
economy. He that the 
administration is “on top of the sit- 
euation” and “another thing is 
certain, taken strong 
decisive action.” Many economists 


says 


we've 


believed that the recession may 


“If we were to wake up some morning 


have gotten severe enough that 
serious government intervention 
will be necessary. In other words 
the whole thing might end up on 
the president’s lap. Kind of a scary 
thought actually. 

Even though I am a self 
proclaimed pessimist, I feel that if 
the correct measures are taken the 
country can steer clear of a 
depression (i.e. I’m really hoping 
we can avoid this, making ends 
meet is hard as it is). So by me 
throwing all these figures and 
horror stories at you, I’m really 
just trying to raise awareness 
and/or prepare you for what may or 
may not loom ahead. 


and find that everyone was the same 

race, creed and color, we would find 

some other cause for prejudice by noon.” 
-George Aiken 


“| am free of all prejudice. | hate 


everyone equally.” 


-W. C. Fields 


“Always remember others may hate you, 
but those who hate you don’t win unless 
you hate them. And then you destroy 


yourself.” 


-Richard M. Nixon 


“Unless man is committed to the belief 
that all mankind are his brothers, then he 
labors in vain and hypocritically in the 


vineyards of equality.” 


-Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 


“Opinions founded on prejudice are 
always sustained with-the greatest of 


violence” 


-Francis Jeffrey 


“Nothing in the world is more dangerous 
than sincere ignorance and conscientious 


stupidity.” 


-Martin Luther King Jr. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Even though its a 
little better, Dr. King 
wouldn t be satisfied 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


Considering 
that last Friday, 
April 4 2008, 
marks the 40th 
anniversary of 
t h G: 
assassination of 
Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., 
I found it fitting 
to stop and 
consider if 
things would be different if his life 
wouldn’t have been cut short. 

His mission in life was to try to 
put an end to segregation and racial 
discrimination. He also fought 
against poverty and was opposed to 
the Vietnam War. His message was a 
positive one and if it weren’t for his 
assassination I think he had the 
support and the background to be 
able to become the first black 
president; I still find it particularly 
interesting that this country has still 
yet to see a black ‘or female 
commander in chief. 

What made Dr. King stand out 
was that his appeal was not limited to 
one race and his skills as an orator 
allowed him to reach out to more 
people as demonstrated by him 
winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 


What would Dr. King say? 


1963 for his anti-segregation efforts. 
He spoke all about equality rather 
than one race being superior to the 
next. I don’t mean to pick on Al 
Sharpton, but he has basically turned 
into a caricature for racial activism as 
he has tarnished his accomplishments 
(and there are many) by jumping 
overzealously at whatever the issue 
of the day is and basically making a 


concern would be inner city life 
which would encompass lower to 
mid class wage slavery, drug sale and 
consumption, violence, crime, poor 
education and the high drop out rate. 
The problem stems a lot from the 
government’s inability to come up 
with possible solutions for these 
problems. 

Other questions would be what 


emanates yl A 


What would Dr. 


King think about 


issues like illegal immigration and the 
current Americar justice/prison sys- 


tem? 


spectacle of it on the evening news. 

Despite the fact that he favored 
civil disobedience, which is breaking 
certain laws with the intention of 
reaching a greater goal, and other 
non-violent means he was viewed as 
a threat. Examples would be the FBI 
wiretaps on him during the early 60’s 
in a bogus effort led mainly by J. 
Edgar Hoover to try to link King to 
communist ties and his incarceration 
for committing civil disobedience 
which led him to write his now 
famous “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail”. 

But before getting sidetracked 
I'd like to get back to my main 
concern of what would Dr. King 
think about some of the issues that 
confront society today. A _ big 


would Dr. King think about issues 
like illegal immigration and the 
current American justice/prison 
system? But the most poignant 
question would be life in the U.S. 
after 9/11, the Patriot Act and the war 
in Iraq? In my opinion he wouldn’t 
be too pleased with where the 
country is headed. 

I’m not black, but as part of 
another “minority” group, Latino, I 
would love to see the day that in 
America we can be seen as equals 
and not as some kind of statistic. 
That’s probably the most concrete 
reason Dr. King was killed because 
he got too close to opening up 
everybody’s eyes to how ignorant 
discrimination really is. 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 
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PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 
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The Democrat party s 
inability to decide is 
harming them 


By RYAN LEARNED 
Contributing Reporter 


This presidential race has 
been the first I’ve seen to start so 
early, bringing in an array of 
interesting hopeful figures’ who 
threw their hats into the ring 
immediately. After several 
primaries, and plenty of drop outs, 
it has been narrowed down to 3 
primary figures; McCain, Obama, 
and Clinton. McCain is the 
Republican nominee and jugger- 
naut, while the Democrats are left 
hanging in the air with their two 
possible nominees. With the recent 
debates and speeches by each 
Democratic hopeful, I have also 
never seen such a heated race 
between two candidates who are 
within the same party, at least that 
I’ve personally seen in previous 
elections. Although they deny it 
publicly, it seems that these two 
candidates are in an arduous boxing 
match, taking quick shots at each 
other, and even officials within 
their trail are 
following suit. 


own campaign 


A recent statistic has revealed 


Sr 


Democratic Stalemate 


that a nominal 
registered voters would vote for 
John McCain 
Obama or Hilary Clinton were to be 
the 


nominee. With that, and having 


percentage of 
if either Barrack 


Democratic presidential 
Clinton and Obama receiving the 
cold shoulder from key Democratic 
figures, there is an obvious rift 
inside the party. A divided party can 
not prevail in such dire straights, if 
anything they should unite, but that 
this 
Although the percentage of voters 


is not the case at time. 


who would switch camps if either 


- of the candidates were nominated is 


indeed nominal, it will still give an 
edge and boost to McCain’s 
campaign, and could result in his 
victory if allowed to continue. 

These turn of events remind me 
of a famous quote from Abraham 
Lincoln after the Missouri 
compromise installed; “A 
house divided against itself cannot 
stand”. And that is true with the 
situation in the Democratic Party. 
The key to winning involves great 
support from the voters and the 
party itself, and the Republicans 
have already done so. I can foresee 
a great failure on the Democrat’s 
part to gain power in the White 
House if they continue to be divid- 
ed among their two nominees. 


was 


ae 
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Things aren’t always what they seem in the rural U.S. 


A written recollection 
of life in a remote 
Vermont town 

- By MarK PALERMO 


If you are 
like most New 
Englanders, 

ou love 
ermont- or 
maybe an 
image of 
Vermont 


up in 
mind. 
might have a 
picture of 
eepy 
Seay nt Iare ess, 
county fairs in June, maple 
- sugaring, bluegrass _ festivals on 
the town green. Maybe you 
fantasize upon the simple life in a 
Norman Rockwell-style 
community where neighbors 
know each other’s needs and help 
each other through the storms of 
life. That picture of Vermont is 
not a falsehood, but take heed: the 
best propaganda has always been 
built upon a foundation of truth. 
So beware of seeing only the light 
side. “If you love Vermont that 
way,” a woodsman once told me 
with a knowing smile, “then 
Vermont’s courtin’ you.” Like all 


nascent love affairs, you had 
better check out the dark side 
before you get in over your head. 


The Bible tells us that there is 
nothing new under the sun. This 
story took place in Vermont, but it 
could have been. anywhere 
' because it has always been 
happening in different forms and 
it may be 6000 years old or more. 


Times and circumstances change, 
but peeple don’t. 

than was born in the rugged 
hills of Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom in the years after World 
War Ii severe speech 
impediment made him awkward 
and painfully self-conscious. 
Back in the bad old days, they put 
kids like Ethan into a “special 
school” even though many of 
these kids showed normal or even 
above-normal intelligence. They 
had fancy names for these 
schools, but other kids invariably 
called them “retard schools.” 

Ethan’s people were poor; his 
family dynamics like a karmic 
magnet, attractin a steady 
life-long flow of difficulties, bad 
luck, illnesses, accidents and 
catastrophes. Ethan seemed 
perpetually troubled, and walked 
tense and hunched over as if he 
were carrying a great weight. 
When he entered his teens, folks 
in the village would see him out 
walking at all hours of the da 
and night, even in the rain. Dark 
things were whispered about 
Ethan, that he had relations with 
his sister. that he was a peeping 
Tom (which he really was). If you 
have lived in a small town, then 
you know about gossip. Stories 
were carried like leaves on the 
wind about Ethan, some of them 
true and some of them probably 
the result of people’s darkest fears 
and projections. Vague 
intimations of violence followed. 
Some things happened back then 
that folks font talk about, and the 
state was called in. They say 
Ethan attempted suicide a couple 
of times. 

It was hard for everyone in 
those old hollows back then. The 
mine had closed, and so Ethan’s 
mother bought him a piece of 


cheap land in the woods. Ethan’s 
mind was not right, but his body 
was strong and his Mom must 


have realized that he required 


Granite State College 


UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Transfer your associate degree 
to a bachelor's degree! 


Granite State College provides innovative programs and 
flexible scheduling making it possible for you to balance 
responsibilities such as work and family while earning a 


college degree. 


* Complete a bachelor’s 


something to keep him busy. The 
rocky, grown over land was full of 
spindly poplars and brush and 
needed a lot of work. Just around 
that time, I bought a piece of land 
close to his and I built a rough 
cabin on a cliff. It had no 
electricity or running water, but it 
was in the deep woods, which is 
what I wanted. 

And. so we slowly and 
cautiously through common 
circumstance of location became 
acquaintances. We had nothing in 
common except for two things: 
we were the same age, and we 
both understood- without talking 
about it- that we were refugees 
from the world. He, shunned and 
abused by virtue of his miserable 
life. And me? I felt disconnected 
because I was thirty, alone, 
marginally employed at*a time 
when others my age were starting 
families and businesses, buying 
homes, earning Ph.D’s. At that 
time, I was spending a lot of time 
alone. Surprisingly, I didn’t feel 
so lonesome in the woods, but 
more when I was back in the city 
around people. 

Ethan had more direction than 
me, even though I had a college 
degree and I knew 
(and I imagine he did too) that I 
had been dealt a better hand in 
life and would have more options 
come my way: later on. But he had 
motivation. He was preparing his 
land for a small dairy farm. He cut 
trees, pulled stumps, and cleared 
brush. His body became hard and 
lean like a boxer’s. Folks in town 
said Ethan had inherited his 
father’s dream. He was going to 
“ship milk,” and never be 
beholden to another man, never be 
a slave to a boss- a dream of 
rugged independence that was not 
to be. By the time he cleared his 
land and built up a herd, the 
creameries stopped making milk 
pickups from-small farmers. 

I remember one day he saw me 
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on the logging road and called me 
over. There were a couple of girls 
in town who would “do it with a 
guy for five bucks.” He was going 
.Into town. Did I want to come 
along? For some reason, I asked 
him if the women were good 
looking- although I knew the 
answer. He paused to ponder the 
question, as if he had not 
considered it before. “No. I can’t 
say they are.” But he added as an 
afterthought, “But they are 
women.” I made an excuse and 
told him I wasn’t in the mood. 

In the summer of 81, 
somebody in town fixed him up 
with Annie. Obese and mildly 
retarded, nature had not endowed 
her with womanly charms. 
Annie’s face was red and raw with 
acne from the candy bars she 
subsisted on, but these were mere 
secondary considerations. She 
was, in Ethan’s words, “a 
woman’”- and that was what was 
called for. But I considered it 
from another angle. I figured she 
had something- besides sex- that 
might answer his need: She liked 
to laugh, and she was disarmingly 
sweet- in the manner of a 
child- because that’s what she was 
mentally, a 7-year-old child. And 
a man like Ethan, given to 
profound melancholy, should be 
with a woman with a contrary 
mentality to balance off his 
negative mental inclinations. 

I thought Annie might lift his 
spirits, and she did- at least for a 
while. That summer I would often 
see Ethan smiling. They. would 
stroll through woods after the 
chores were done, and sometimes 
even before. One time I was up on 
my roof gine a repair. I spotted 
them on the logging road below 
and I paused to watch them. They 
were walking and they came to a 
clearing by a stream. They 
seemed to glow with an inner 
light of mutual understanding. 
They gazed longingly into each 
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other’s eyes and kissed. I felt 
pooe for them. Ethan was finally 
appy. I still have a mental 
snapshot in my mind of Ethan 
ulling a hay wagon with his 
aded red 1962 Farmall tractor 
and Annie on the back chewing a 
piece of grass and singing. 

But they say love never dies a 
natural death. nN hard winter came 
that year, and they endured it 
inside a rough 16x20 plywood 
cabin with no plumbing or 
electricity. It must have been pure 
wretchedness. BY mud season, 
something had changed. Annie’s 
health was failing. Ethan was cold 
and distant and a dark cloud was 
over him once again. Some calls 
were made to the state. They came 
and recommended that Annie be 
placed in a nursing home. She was 
20 years old. 

On a rainy morning shortly 
thereafter, I drove past their cabin 
on my way to town. Annie was 
sitting at the window gazing out. I 
waved but she didn’t wave ace I 
thought that unusual for her 
because she was always exuber- 
ant. Through a gray drizzling rain, 
I focused my eyes and aihough 
my pickup was moving, I saw ina 
split second, a face that etched 
itself deep into my long term 
memory. I am old enough to have 
a head full of white hair, but I can 
count on one hand the number of 
times I have seen so much sorrow 
on a human face. I learned later 
that was the day the state took her 


ay 
week later, I ran into Ethan 
on the logging road. I asked about 
Annie. He just shrugged and said 
laconically, “I woulda kept her.” 
He reached down and started his 
Farmall tractor, “but she couldn’t 
do her chores no more.” 


Mark Palermo is an NECC 
Faculty Member 
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College for Kids 
sessions announced 


College for Kids is for ages 9 - 
14 (juniors 9 - 11 and seniors 12 - 
14), and features three daily ses- 
sions of "courses" including draw- 
ing, computers, moviemaking, web 
design, photography, writing, the- 
ater, and more. Students can 
choose a course for the morning, 
mid-day, and late afternoon ses- 
sions. 

Arts Alive is a creative arts 
camp for children ages 6-9. 
Children will receive three classes 
per day on a rotating basis in the 
following areas: theater, art, music, 
science, hands-on mathematics, 
poetry, dance, sforytelling and cre- 
ative writing. They will also have 
the opportunity to play organized 
games daily. 

College for Kids runs M-F 
from 9-4. Each Session costs $175 

Arts Alive runs M-F from 9-3. 
Each Session costs $175 

Before and after childcare pro- 
vided for a nominal fee. 


Session 1: July 7-July 11 
Session 2: July 14- July 18 
Session 3: July 21-July 25 
Session 4: July 28-August | 


11th annual NECC 
film festival 
under way 


The 11th annual Lawrence 
Film Festival at Northern Essex 
will continue Saturday April 12 
and 19 at 8 p.m. in the atrium of 
the Franklin Street campus of 
Northern Essex Community 
College in Lawrence. This year 
the festival features three criti- 
cally acclaimed films from 
Britain, France, and Spain. All 
films are free and open to the 
public. Security is on site and 
parking is free in the NECC 
enclosed parking lot. 

The first film to be screened, 
on April 5, was "Dirty Pretty 
Things," This R-rated British 
film features Audrey Tatou, 
Chiwetel Ejiofor. Directed by 
Stephen Frears, this 2002 
English language film is 125 
minutes long. 

On April 12 "La Cage Aux 


dirty discovery leads to 
revelation on early man 


By SANDI DOUGHTON 
MCT 


SEATTLE - Hold the potty humor, please, but 
archaeologists digging in a dusty cave in Oregon 
have unearthed fossilized feces that appear to be the 
oldest biological evidence of humans in North 
America. 

The ancient poop dates back 14,300 years. If the 
results hold up, that means the continent was popu- 
lated more than 1,000 years before the so-called 
Clovis culture, long believed to be the first 
Americans. 

"This adds to a growing body of evidence that 
the human presence in the Americas predates 
Clovis," said Michael Waters, an anthropologist at 
Texas A&M University who was not involved in the 
project. 

DNA analysis of the dried excrement shows the 
people who lived in the caves were closely related to 
modern Native Americans. Their genetic roots reach 
across the Bering Strait to Siberia and eastern Asia. 

"These are probably the ancestors of some of the 
Native Americans living in America now," said Eske 
Willerslev, director of the Centre for Ancient 
Genetics at the University of Copenhagen. He co- 
authored the report that appeared in Thursday's 
online Science Express. 

The age of the finding also calls into question 
the theory that people who crossed the Bering Land 
Bridge to Alaska migrated south through ice-free 
corridors as glaciers began to break up. Geological 
evidence suggests the corridors weren't open 14,300 
years ago, though the glaciers had pulled back from 
the coasts. 

"People probably came either by boat or maybe 
even walking along the West Coast," Willerslev said. 

Before the Oregon discovery, the oldest human 
remains in North America were two sets of bones 
about 13,000 years old from California and Nevada. 
Kennewick Man, the skeleton found on the banks of 
the Columbia River in Eastern Washington, dates to 


Flooding concerns 


on the rise 


Continued from Page | 


So far, the lack of heavy rain during warmer tem- 
peratures has staved off major flooding, but many pea- 
ple are already dealing with minor water damage. 
NECC student Kim Cote told me she has over an inch 
“The rugs are all soaked 


of water in her basement. 


through and it smells like mildew,” said Cote. 


“It's water so you can't stop it. It's just a force of 
It would be nice if the places that get hit in the 
same spots over and over again could try and prepare 
said Beth Randall of Newburyport with a note of 


nature. 


more,” 
annoyance in her voice. 


Randall commutes from Newburyport through 
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It’s water so you can’t stop it. 


It’s just a force of nature. 


9,400 years ago. 

Willerslev acknowledged that working with 
feces lacks the cachet of studies on skulls or spear 
tips. He and his collaborators say their subject mat- 
ter drew jokesters like flies are drawn to ... well, you 
know. 

"I've heard it all," said Dennis Jenkins, the 
University of Oregon archaeologist who led the 
excavations. "My colleagues call me Dr. Poop." 

But coprolites, as fossil dung is called in polite 
scientific society, can be a trove of information on 
diet and genetics. 

Jenkins and his students uncovered hundreds of 
coprolites in their six years of work at Paisley Caves, 
about 220 miles southeast of Portland as the crow 
flies. Dry weather preserved the poop, which was 
sheltered from rain and tucked into corners appar- 
ently used as latrines. 

"They look just like Fido's droppings in the 
backyard," he said. 

In fact, Jenkins wasn't sure at first the feces 
came from humans. 

He was curious, though, and eager to cooperate 
when he heard Willersley was looking for possible 
sources of ancient American DNA. 

The Danish DNA expert said his own interest in 
the subject was sparked by a boyhood fascination 
with Sitting Bull and other American Indians. 

The Americas were the last continents populated 
by humans, and scientists have long believed that the 
Clovis people were the first to arrive in what are now 
Canada and the United States. They brought with 
them their distinctively fluted stone spear points and 
tools. 

A recent re-analysis of Clovis artifacts pinpoint- 
ed the era's beginning at about 13,000 years ago. 

But several other archaeological discoveries 
have raised doubts about the "Clovis first" theory, 
including evidence of human settlement 15,000 
years ago in Chile. Stone tools and mammoth bones 
with butchering marks from two sites in Wisconsin 
date to more than 14,000 years ago. Artifacts from a 
rock shelter in Pennsylvania have dated back 18,000 


But none of those sites, all of which are contro- 
versial, offered up human remains--even in the form 
of poop. 

"That's what Paisley Caves provides," Waters 
said. "Solid evidence of a human presence." 

Not everyone is convinced. 

Of six coprolites from Oregon identified as 
human by DNA and protein analysis, three dated to 
around 14,000 years. The team collected DNA from 
all 67 people who might have come in contact with 
the feces, to rule out the possibility of contamination 
with modern genetic material. * 

But the scientists also found traces of DNA from 
foxes, wolves or coyotes in some of the samples. 

The most likely explanation is that the early 
humans ate the animals, or that animal urine got 
mixed with the feces, Jenkins said. 

Anthropologist Gary Haynes, of the University 
of Nevada, Reno, said it could have happened the 
other way around: Animal feces were mixed with 
human DNA. He also points out that several artifacts 
were dug up in the Oregon caves, including string 
made from sinew and plant and obsidian flakes, but 
all are much younger than the oldest coprolites. 

"That's kind of a red flag," Haynes said. "Where 
are the things the people left behind?" 

Jenkins and his students plan to keep digging at 
the caves to try to answer that question. 

Now a treeless expanse, the basin where the 
caves and rock shelters are located was watered by 
streams and held a large lake 14,000 years ago, 
Jenkins said. Long-extinct species of camels, horses 
and bison roamed the scrub and grasslands. 

Jenkins has already collected another 24 co 
lites from about 8 feet below the surface. That's 
where the oldest poop came from, and he's hoping 
for more. 

He's also thinking about coprolites collected 
long before DNA analysis was possible, and the 
Secrets they might yield. 

"There are thousands of them," he said, "just sit- 
ting on museum shelves." 


Deadline for nomination petitions is noon, Friday, April 11, 2008 


tive until June 30, 2009. 


The time commitment requires the 
studentto: . 
=Attend monthly meetings 


College Board of Trustees 
Wants You! 


NECC is now looking for the 2008 - 2009 
Student Representative to the College 
Board of Trustees. This position is effec- 
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College’s Board of 
Trustees! 
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important College 


non dh i —. = Read materials prior to meetings. issues and decisions! 
i ee Ryenchtiim.. with - Beth Randall = Participate in additional meetings and Strengthen your 
English subtitles, stars Ugo fab a oaghdioe i portfolio and resume! 
Tognazzi and Michel Surrealt. 
Directed by Edouard Molinaro, eLearn how College 
this R-rated film is 86 minutes Peabody and Gloucester five times a week and said that Interested students must be in good governance really 
long. the detours caused by flooding cost add an extra hour to academic standing, have at least a 2.25 works! 

The final film, “Pan's her commute. 


GPA and have registered for a minimum of 
12 credits. 


“I'm late for work and I'm late picking up my kids. 
It's just a big headache to have to deal with it,” she said. 

Officials say that there are steps people can take to 
try and ease the suffering flooding can bring, the most 
important being buying flood insurance since it takes 30 
days to kick in. 

According to FEMA, floods are one of the most 
common hazards in the United States and that even very 
small streams, dry streambeds, or low-lying ground that 
appear harmless in dry weather can flood. 

FEMA offers several steps that can be taken to limit 
flood damage. They include elevating the furnace or 
water heater if they are susceptible to flooding and seal- 
ing walls in basements with waterproofing compounds 
to avoid seepage from floodwater. 


Labyrinth" will be screened 
April 19. This R-rated Spanish 
film features English subtitles. 
Directed by Guillermo del Toro, 
this 2006 film stars Ivana 
Baquero, Sergi Lopez. It is 119 
minutes long. 


Keep abreast of key 


changes at the 
For more information, please stop by the 
Student Engagement Center. 


College! 
Student Engagement Center ote 
Haverhill Campus, Sport & Fitness Center D-117 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


Tel: 978 556 3731 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


National News 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Text message threats . 
are taken seriously 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. - 
Hoover High canceled a student 
rally Friday because of 
anonymous text messages that 
threatened a campus shooting. 

Across town, students at 
Sunnyside High and Ayer 
Elementary schools went into a 
30-minute lockdown Friday for 
the same reason: someone had 
threatened students via 
anonymous text messages. 

The threats were the latest in a 
string this week that caused 
concern in Valley schools, 
highlighting what officials say is a 
growing problem a_ high-tech 
version of pulling the fire alarm. 

"It appears to be a new fad,” 
said Jake Bragonier, spokesman 
for the Madera Unified School 
District. He called text messaging 
this generation's version of the tel 
ephone bomb scare. : 

Madera Unified has yet to deal 
with . the threatening text 
messages, but officials think it's 
just a matter of time, Bragonier 
said. 

The problem doesn't just 
affect schools. Authorities say text 
messages have been used to scam 
Fresno residents, spread fear in 
other cities about gang initiations, 
and fuel race riots in Australia. 

It's usually done anonymously. 
The sender generally can remain 
anonymous by blocking the 
caller-ID function on his or her 
cell phone. 

"The technology gives them a 
disguise," said Eric Hickey, a 
Fresno State University 
criminologist and the forensic 
studies director for 
San Francisco-based Alliant 
International University. 

Just this week, five high 
‘ schools in the Valley have had to 
deal with threatening text 
messages. Police investigated the 
incidents, but no one has been 
arrested. 

"It's frustrating for police, 
because kids see this stuff on the 
news and want to copy it," 
Reedley Sgt. Todd Lowery said 
Friday. 

Arid school officials say they 
have to take all the threats 
seriously, even if it's not initially 
clear- whether there's any 
substance to them. The prolifera- 
tion of cell phones doesn't help, 
but many parents want their 
children to have them in case of an 
emergency on campus. 

Text messages, Web postings 
and phone calls about possible 
violence caused hundreds of high 
school students to skip school in 
the towns of Reedley and Sanger, 
Calif., earlier this wéek. The 
rumors then spread to nearby 
Orange Cove, Calif., where they 
caused a commotion at the high 
school campus but not a 
lockdown. 

"They want the hoopla, the 
sirens and the chance to get out of 
class," Lowery said. 


News 


NECC to offer fast track’ to 7% 
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business management degree 


Students can gain the 
degree in as little as 
16 months 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor. 


Beginning in the coming fall 
semester, NECC will begin offering 
its students a chance to gain a 
Business Management degree in a 
shorter amount of time. 

The Accelerated Business 
Management Program is designed to 
allow students to gain their 
Associates Degree in Business 
Management in 16 months or less. 

The new “fast track” approach is 
allowing NECC to join other schools 
in allowing students a quicker 
method of which to obtain this type 
of degree and is also aimed at 
allowing night students more 
convenient opportunities as well. 

“We understand it's hard to come 
at night,” said Charles Phair, 
Assistant Dean of Business, Math, 
Science, and Technology. 

“This program was put together 
many years ago, but now with the 
economy the way it is, it's an even 
better opportunity. It is more 


affordable and in many cases faster 
than the private schools.” 

The program would require a 
student to attend two night classes a 
week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
for four consecutive semesters. The 
learning experience would be a 
“hybrid”, meaning that students 
would have a combination of 
face-to-face classroom time, as_well 
as taking a course online. Students 
who have already completed college 
credits will be able to apply any 
relevant credits to the program. This 
will mean they will take fewer 
courses per semester. 

Patricia Morrow, Assistant 
Professor of Business is 
spearheading the program. Morrow 
says that to aid students involved in 
the accelerated program, staff will be 
available to assist in any way they 
can. 

“There will be faculty mentors 
that will be able to help people if they 
have questions or run into trouble. 
There are going to be people here to 
help them.” 

Morrow also said that there 
would be orientation sessions held 
where students entering the program 
will get to meet students who are 
already involved with it. Relevant 
life experience could also be applied 


in some cases. According to Morrow, 
The CLEP program gives you the 
opportunity to receive college credit 
for what you already know by 
earning qualifying scores on 
examinations. Students would be 
able to earn credit for knowledge 
they have acquired through 
“independent study, prior course 
work, on-the-job training, 
professional development, cultural 
pursuits, or internships.” 

Orientation sessions will be 
scheduled prior to the start of the fall 
semester to discuss the program, 
meet classmates and faculty, and for 
training in the .online/hybrid 
technology, 

The program is being run as a 
cohort group with the faculty 
mentors helping students facilitate 
their progress. 

“When students come into a 
cohort model they are more likely to 
succeed because of the good balance 
and model of success,” said Phair, 
“the most important thing here is that 
we are focused on success.” 

For further information on the 
program, students are urged to 
contact Professor Pat Morrow at 
978-556-3556 or 
pmorrow@necc.mass.edu. 


Probation offices under fire 
after student’s killing 


Law officials face 
scrutiny in UNC 
shooting 


RALEIGH, N.C. - In the 
probation offices handling the cases 
of the men charged with murdering 
UNC-Chapel Hill student _body 
president Eve Carson, the screw-ups 
mounted, one after another. 

Demario Atwater, 21, had not 
received as much as a phone call 
from his probation officer for more 
than a year. 

Laurence Alvin Lovette, 17, had 
a probation officer who, after seven 
months on the job, still had not 
received basic training. They never 
met. 

The mistakes were so egregious 
that Robert Guy, the man in charge of 
the state's probation . system, 
announced Wednesday that veteran 
administrators from the _ state 
Division of Community Corrections 
would temporarily take the reins in 
Wake and Durham offices. 

The top three managers in the 
Wake County probation office have 
been reassigned temporarily to jobs 
with no decision-making power. 

"It's a flat-out embarrassment," 
Guy said. 

The shuffling comes nearly a 
month after Carson, a well-known 
student leader, was fatally shot in a 
Chapel Hill neighborhood not far 
from campus. 

Atwater, a felon who was 
supposed to be under the watch of the 
Wake County probation office, was 
passed from officer to officer for 


three years. Not one, Guy said, 
realized that a curfew, weekly 
meetings and night-time checks 
should have been imposed. 

Even worse, Guy said, probation 
officers lost track of the offender for 
more than a year. Once the 
paperwork was started to revoke 
Atwater's probation, seven months 
passed before a supervisor approved 
the revocation. 

"There are major deficiencies 
that we're going to address from top 
to bottom," Guy told reporters 
Wednesday. 

Lovette, assigned to probation 
three months ago in Durham, stands 
accused not only of slaying Carson. 
He also is charged with the 
first-degree murder of Abhijit 
Mahato, a Duke University graduate 
student found shot between the eyes 
in January. 

The juvenile record that Lovette 
amassed before his 16th birthday was 
not available to his probation officers 
in the adult courts. 

In January, when Lovette was 
convicted of three misdemeanors 
relating to a break-in, the teenager 
was assigned to the lowest level of 
supervision, meaning he should have 
met with a probation officer once a 
month. That never happened. 

Most details about Lovette's 
probation were not put in his file 
until he was named a suspect in the 
two homicides. The officer assigned 
to keep up with him has been 
assigned to desk duty because of 
legal troubles of her own a 
drunken-driving charge in December. 

Although the officer reported the 
arrest soon after to her supervisor, the 


information was not passed up the 
chain to top administrators for 
weeks. 

Guy has asked veteran 
administrators to go review all cases 
in Durham and Wake in an attempt to 
restore the public's trust in the 
probation system. "We need to 
examine operations and personnel 
practices in both of these divisions," 
Guy said. 

Problems have festered outside 
the Triangle, too. 

In 2004, the National Institute of 
Corrections was called in by the state 
Legislature to study the probation 
system. The outside consultants 
found that equipment was antiquated, 
probation officers were underpaid, 
caseloads in some regions were high, 
officers were discouraged from 
trying to revoke probation, and 
vacancies stayed open too long. 

North Carolina's 2,012 certified 
officers oversee 128,000 offenders: 
118,000 on probation, parole or other 
post-release supervision and 10,000 
in community service. 

Despite recent reform attempts, 
Triangle probation offices still 
grapple with heavy caseloads, high 
turnover, an information disconnect 
between the adult and juvenile 
courts, and archaic communications 
systems. 

To address the high vacancy rates 
in urban counties, Guy said he might 
start shifting money and people from 
judicial districts with fewer cases to 
those with the higher numbers. 

Guy said administrators also 
would do more random case checks 
with the hopes of exposing problems 
sooner. 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Medical tourism rises 
Americans try to save 


NEW DELHI - When James 
Payne found out he needed a liver 
transplant, he first tried to arrange 
the surgery at a top local hospital in 
South Florida. Doctors there told 
him that they couldn't schedule the 
procedure for a few months and 
that it would cost $450,000, a 
fortune for the uninsured former 
investment banker. 

So the 55-year-old and his 
wife, who planned to donate half 
her own liver to her husband, 
bought plane tickets to India 
instead. There, at one of New 
Delhi's premiere hospitals, a 
transplant specialist carried out the 
surgery for $58,000, a price tag 
that included their 10-week 
hospital stay. ' 

"If you want to live, this is 
where you come," said a smiling 
Payne, who planned to return 
home to Florida last month and 
said he would recommend his 
experience to anyone suffering 
similar problems. 

The number of Americans 
heading abroad for medical 
procedures is surging as the 
country's 46 million people 
without health insurance look for 
treatment they can afford and 
cash-strapped U.S. companies 
struggle to find cheaper ways to 
provide high-quality medical care 
to their employees, according to 
the American Medical Association. 

Mexico has long attracted 
American travelers looking for 
cut-rate cosmetic surgery or dental 
work, and countries like Malaysia, 
Thailand and the Philippines 
continue to lure medical tourists as 
well. But India, 15 hours away 
from the U.S. by plane, is fast 
becoming the destination of choice 
for patients seeking risky high-end 
procedures they can't afford or 
can't manage to schedule with a 
doctor they trust at home. These | 
include things such as heart 
surgery, organ transplants and 
orthopedic procedures such as 
knee replacement or hip 
resurfacing. 

Last year, the South Asian 
giant attracted 150,000 medical 
tourists from the United States, 
Britain, Africa and elsewhere in 
South Asia, largely by offering an 
enticing trio of advantages: highly 
trained English-speaking doctors, 
quick appointments and 
bargain-basement prices. In India, 
a heart bypass goes for $10,000 
and a hip replacement for $9,000, 
compared with $130,000 and 
$43,000 respectively in the United 
States, the AMA said. 

India's initial rush of patients, 
however, may. be nothing 
compared with what is to come. 
According to the AMA, major U.S. 
employers’ and insurers are |. 
exploring whether they could hold 
down soaring health-care costs by 
shipping their workers halfway 
across the world for elective 


surgery. a 
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The talent show goes sublime 


Featured were 
guitars, the piano, 
and a harmonica 


By ALEX TRECARTIN 
Copy Editor 


AND ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


Monday’s talent show, sponsored 
by the Community Outreach Group 
and hosted by Joe Donlon and Mike 
Cohen, was an even greater success 
than anyone imagined. 

First place winner was Shawn 
Stanton, with his smooth reggae 
style, impeccable Sublime covers, 
and fantastic original material; sec- 
ond place was Tom Bowling with his 
masterful fiddle work; third place 
was James Cintolo, who sang while 
playing the piano; and fourth place 
winner was Kim Cote, novice to the 
guitar, but no stranger to the stage. 
There was also an honorable mention 
for the amazing duet, Merari 
Gonzalez and Nathan Mirelles. 

First up was Lathon Jones- 
Downing with a rousing trifecta of 
slam poetry that he says is, “more 
dear to my heart than anything.” His 
first piece, entitled “What Must | 
Say,” is a poem he wrote with inspi- 
ration from his mother. Though not a 
very long poem, it speaks of a once- 
troubled relationship that was slowly 
mended over time. The second poem, 
“What Must I Do,” is a snarky yet 
moving piece about a girl who just 


Matt Moderski sang and 
played his own song. 


didn’t know what she was walking 
out on. His final piece, last but cer- 
tainly not least, was written for his 
grandfather, and was read at his 
funeral. Bracing himself, Jones- 
Downing read “Your Little 
Carpenter,” a bittersweet tale full of 
fond family memories, a trip back in 
time to childish innocence and activ- 
ity. 

Next up was Professor Mark 
Palermo, the faculty advisor for 
Amnesty International. His perform- 
ance was short but sweet as he 
coaxed an old Christian hymn named 
“T am A Pilgrim” out of an elegant 
twelve string acoustic guitar. 

Shawn Stanton took the stage 
next, opening up with some original 
material: a smooth reggae-rock song 
he created called “Let me in” that he 
jammed out on a sweet-looking 
Fender Stratocaster, He had just 
enough time to sneak in. “Get 
Ready,” a lesser- known Sublime 
song, before his time was up. 

Up next was Tom Bowling, Irish 
fiddle in hand. More accustomed to 
the inside of a pub than a lecture hall, 
he managed to make do, and wowed 
the crowd with a stellar triple play. 
His first song was a reel, a fast-paced 
Irish song, meant to get the crowd 
clapping and tapping their feet. He 
then slowed it down a bit for a slow 
ballad before ending with a jaw- 
dropping fiddle rendition of the 
Dropkick Murphy’s “Shipping up to 
Boston,” much to the delight of 
everyone present 

The fifth act was a rap group 
called the FM Players, lead by 
Stanley a.k.a. Focus. He, together 
with his crew of four other rap artists, 
put on an ear-blasting performance 
that could only be self-described as 
“crack for your eardrums.” 

Promising to be quieter than the 
last act, Mike Moderski tuned up his 
guitar and strapped on his harmonica. 
After some minor technical difficul- 
ties, he let loose a melancholy, but 
unnamed song about working for 
your dreams, “because they don’t 
always come true.” With an impres- 
sive combination of vocals, guitar, 
and harmonica work, he told a story 
of bright hopes, crushed dreams, and 
bitter regrets. The story has a happy 
ending, however, but only if you 
work for it 

Merari Gonzalez, an education 
major, and Nathan Mireles, majoring 


Performers in the talent show from left to right: Tom Bowling, Lathon Jones- 


Downing, Kim Cote, Shawn Stanton, Chris Simon and James Cintolo. 


in graphic design, performed a duet 
to the Alicia Keys song “If I Ain't 
Got You.” Both students sang with 
passion and energy, hitting the diffi- 
cult notes with skill. The next act was 
a series of piano pieces played by 
Jose Garcia. The audience sat in 
amazement as his hands danced 
across the keys for not one, not two, 
but four impressive melodies. 

Chris Simon made a surprise 
entry with a stunning solo presenta- 
tion of Billy Joel’s “And So It Goes.” 
Despite the impromptu nature of his 
act, he gave a strong performance, 
showing off his expansive vocal 
range with ease. 

Due to a minor hitch in schedul- 
ing, Shawn Stanton returned to the 
stage for an unexpected encore. 
Performing yet another original 
piece, he gave the next performer 
time to set up, rocking the room in 
his relaxed reggae style. 

James Cintolo was up second-to- 
last, ready to unleash his vocal and 
piano talents for all to hear. With two 
CDs already available for purchase, 


both an impressive combination of 


original and cover work, Cintolo is 
quite the accomplished musician. His 
skills really shined as he belted out 
the sweet vocals for Leonard 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah” and Elliot 
Smith’s “Pretty Mary K.” 

The final act was talented actress 


Kim Cote, who, despite being a gui- 
tar novice, put on a confident show. 
Her act consisted of two love songs: 
“Near to You” by A Fine Frenzy and 
“Here in Your “Arms” “by 
HelloGoodbye. Both were performed 
beautifully, and the act earned her 
fourth place in the competition. 


Photos taken by 
Artemis Savory and 
Alex Trecartin 


Above, Shawn Stanton rocks out on his Fender 
Stratocaster; while below, Merari Gonzalez (left) and 
Nathan Mirelles (right) sing to “If | ain’t got you.” 


The Gay-Straight Alliance returns 


Dedicated students 
promise to keep GSA 


running strong 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) 
met for the first time in a year on 
Friday, March 28. The group is back 
thanks to the efforts of Lucy Baldwin 
and the club’s new faculty advisor, 
Professor Isabelle Gagne. Gagne is a 
new instructor here at NECC, where 
she teaches psychology. She has 
great hopes for the new GSA and 
plans on helping the club spread the 
word. 

The club now meets every Friday 


at noon in room C108. 

At this time, the club’s primary 
focus is to let people know that it 
exists, because as it was mentioned, 
so long as people come, the club will 
never fade away again 

President of the club, Misha 
Kossodo, describes himself as a “dili- 
gent leader, highly organized and 
passionate,” who “wants to spread 
awareness throughout the school.” 

Vice President Matt Mouatzuris 
is eager for the club to get started, so 
that its members can begin tackling 
the big subjects, such as sexuality, 
gender and acceptance of a variety of 
peoples 

Alex Trecartin is now the GSA 
secretary, the treasurer prefers to 
remain anonymous, and there may be 


a new position, “event coordinator,” 


introduced by Ethan Santiago. 
Santiago is intent on making 
GSA more than just a dating service, 
he wants people to take it seriously 
and proposed that the club coordinate 
memorable activities over “money- 
making” projects, to get the word out 


to the students 


The GSA Statement can be found 
below 

“The purpose of the Gay- 
Straight Alliance is to teach and pro- 
mote tolerance and acceptance 
between any and all groups of gen- 
der, orientation, prejudice, race or 
lifestyle. The GSA also aims to fight 


discrimination and prejudice 


between said groups both on and off 


campus.” 


Ce ese esesp innate 
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Left to right: GSA member Ethan Santiago, President 
Misha Kossodo and faculty adviser Isabelle Gagne. 


‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank’ was powerful 
and well done 


By SARA CopDAIR 
| Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The Top Notch Players did not 
disappoint with their latest produc- 
‘tion, “The Diary of Anne Frank.” 

“The Diary of Anne Frank” is the 
story of a Jewish girl in hiding during 
World War Il. The play is based on an 
actual diary that documents her time 

| spent in hiding with her family and 
another. 

The play deals with all the chal- 
lenges of secretly living in the hidden 
annex of an office building, having to 
be still and silent during the day, not 
being able to go outdoors, leaving 
‘friends behind, always being stuck 

| with the same people, and living with 
| the fear of the horrors that would 
happen if you were ever discovered. 

The cast really stepped up to the 
challenge. Every single person on the 

| stage took it seriously. Everyone was 

_in character the entire time. 

} Even the actors who could not 

leave the stage kept it together the 

| whole time. 

| They got into character so well 

that looks and accents, or a lack 

_ thereof did not matter. 

For example, Anne Frank was 

_ played by Kim Cote. Anne Frank is 
supposed to be a German Jew, but 

| Cote looks Asian. However, she 
_ played the character so well that as 


_A great combination 


| of magic, mystery, 
action and comedy 


| By SARA CoDAIR 
_ Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Jim Butcher has once again done 
something amazing with words. The 
| Dresden Files seem to be getting 
| better with each book and “Small 

Favor” keeps that trend going with 
plenty of action, laughing in the face 
of evil and awesome characters. 

Life finally seems to be going 
good for Harry Dresden, Chicago’s 
only professional wizard. His 
apprentice, Molly Carpenter, is mak- 
ing progress and no one has tried to 
kill Harry in a while. 

In fact, the book opens with a 

snowball fight. Dresden has enlisted 
the help of Molly’s many younger 
‘siblings to help teach her how to 
| make a magic shield. They throw the 
/snowballs and she’s supposed to 
block them. 

Everyone is having a good time 
until they are attacked by the Billy 
Goat Gruffs. 

Everything goes downhill from 
there. Only hours after fighting off 
the Gruffs, Dresden’s friend Karen 
Murphy of Chicago’s Special 
Investigations calls Dresden to the 
scene of a powerful explosion that’s 
teeks of sulfur and brimstone, which 
can only mean one thing, Hellfire. 

The choice weapon of some of 
Dresden most powerful enemies, the 
Order of the Blackened Denarians. 

As if that is not enough, the 
building's owner, Gentlemen Johnny 
Marcone, big time crime boss of 
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the play went on, I all but forgot her 
skin was a different color from the 
rest of the casts’. 

Accents were another thing. Each 
character seemed to have traces of an 
accent, some more so than others.It 


didn’t really matter though, it was - 


once again pushed into the shadows 
by the emotion they portrayed. The 
actual words they spoke and the 
meaning behind them was all that 
mattered. 

The set was well done too. The 
stage was portioned off into three 
room and a loft. It was small, but 
that’s how it was supposed to be. It 
added immensely to what the charac- 
ters were feeling. I felt claustropho- 
bic sitting in the audience, thinking 
about what it would be like to live in 
a place that small for any amount of 
time, let alone being stuck in there 
with out being able to leave. 

By the end of the show, I felt like 
I knew all the characters. Some I 
liked better than others, and those I 
disliked, I pitied, and it was all inten- 
tional. For example, I wanted to hate 
Mr.Van Daan for stealing more than 
his share of food, but he seemed so 
pathetic, so miserable that all I could 
feel was pity. 

The most powerful scene was the 
second to last one. The adults were 
sitting at the table, playing cards, 
while the kids were up in the loft, eat- 
ing strawberries. They were talking 
about how close the British and the 
Americans were, laughing, and mak- 
ing plans for when the war was over. 
Everything seemed so hopeful and 
happy, right up until the Nazi soldiers 


Chicago, is missing. And Mab, the 
wicked queen of the Unseelie Faeries 
decides its time for Dresden to repay 
one if the two favors he still owes 
her. 

Dresden’s brief bit of rest is over, 
and he is once again bruised and 
battered and up against things more 
powerful than him that are hell-bent 
of killing either him or his friends. 
Back to life as usual. 

You’d think that after a while I'd 
get sick of seeing Harry Dresden 
fight big powerful bad guys and win, 
but I don’t, there's a lot more to it 
than that. 

There are parts of the plot, 
mysteries, that continue from one 
novel to the next, that string them 
together and make them part of a 
whole. 

Plus, it’s never the same story. 
Each novel has different bad guys, 
and though Harry usually come out 
alive, he doesn’t always win, and he 
learns a lot. 

In “Small Favor,” Butcher really 
delves deep into Dresden’s character, 
and shows how much he’s changed 
over the past ten year/books. 

He’s no longer the half-insane, 
arrogant-but-loveable wizard that the 
readers met in “Storm Front,” he’s 
grown into someone wise, tough, and 
kind, but with a touch of darkness. 

There are no obvious soliloquies 
or anything. Butcher uses subtler 
methods, like Harry’s reactions to 
things, or motivations for doing 
them. He shows more fear, thinks 
more rationally and comes up with 
better ideas. 

One thing that set “Small Favor” 
apart from the other novels is that 
Dresden was not up against his 
enemies alone. It was like the all star 
novel. Most of his surviving enemies 


Top Notch tells a powerful tale 


Artemis Savory photo 


From left, Edith Frank (Thea Klein), Peter Van Daan (Daniel Potter), and Anne Frank 
(Kim Cote) freeze on stage in Top Notch Player’s “The Diary of Anne Frank.” 


burst through the door and dragged 
everyone out. At first, the kids didn’t 
even notice the soldiers were there, 
dragging their parents away, until the 
came up into the loft for them. 

The show, given how well it was 
done, served as a reminder that bad 
things can happen to ordinary people. 
It reminds us that prejudice can get 


out of hand, and lead to the ruin and 
death of many innocent lives. 

In the end, Otto Frank was the 
only member of the group who sur- 
vived. In the last scene, when he 
walked through the empty annex, and 
spoke his final lines, the loneliness 
and sadness were just floating off the 
stage. 


After seeing this show, I was 
more grateful for my life and free- 
dom. I know there are places in the 
world still where people have to hide 
like the Franks did. It’s something 
nobody should have to live through, 
but the sad truth is that it is a reality, 
and maybe happening somewhere in 
the world right now. 


Jim Butcher is a wizard of words — 


JiM BUTCHER 


SMALL 
FAVOR 


Courtesy photo 


This is a sample of the cover art for “Small Favor,” the tenth book of “The Dresden 
Files,” that was released on April 1. 


and allies come out to play, and the 
reader gets to know some of the 
smaller characters better, like Ms. 
Guard, Kincaid, Sanya, and Michael 
Carpenter. 

It was nice that Butcher finally 
brought Michael Carpenter back. We 
got to know him well in “Grave 
Peril,’ but then he all but 
disappeared. He was briefly in 
“Death Masks” and “Proven Guilty,” 
but has not been in more than a cou- 
ple chapters until now. 

He serves as great foil for 
Dresden, and a light in dark pages. 
He makes the reader feel good, but he 
also cast a long shadow. Next to him, 
its easier to see flaws of other 
characters. 


Thomas plays a relatively small 
role in this novel, but fear not, he has 
his own novella coming this fall. 

Another well done part of this 
novel was the continuation of some- 
thing bigger, the black council 
theory, that someone is playing and 
manipulating all the wizard killing 
bad guys. 

The fact that it exist is solidified, 
but Butcher really creates more 
questions than answers by piquing 
the readers curiosity with clues that 
create even more mystery. 

The events of “Small Favor” 
definitely show that something’s 
going on, they continue with what 
seems to have been happening since 
really the beginning of the series, but 


what was only noticed in “Dead 
Beat.” 

In the last couple novels, the 
reader realized that all the events 
seems to be strung together, 
connected to some big plot, which 
makes it about more than just one 
human constantly squaring off 
against monsters. 

The ending leaves the reader with 
some closure, the immediate 
conflicts are resolved, but my curios- 
ity about the bigger picture has me 
wanting more already. That, and the 
possibility of a new romance for 
Dresden have me already counting 
down the days until the next story of 
the world of Harry Dresden is 
released. 


Page 10 NECC Observer 


Local 


New album boosts 
band’s chance of 
being discovered 


By JARED HAMAOUI 
Contributing Reporter 


When you form a band, you never 
know what to expect. You don’t know 
if you will ever get anywhere, you 
never know if you will get anyone to 
listen to you, and you don’t know if 
your even going to sound any good. 
That is just how Prospect Hill started 
out. : 

The band started off as an idea 
between two friends, Mark Roberge 
and Derek Rousseau. They wanted to 
start a band that would attract many 
listeners, particularly at their school, 
Methuen High School. 

Knowing that they could not do 
this alone, they set out on finding 
other members that would help make 
the band what they wanted it to be. 
Now, after numerous name changes, 
different singers, and many songs, 
Prospect Hill is finally starting to 
become that band that they wanted to 
be. 

Not only is Prospect Hill being 
noticed locally, but they are becoming 
noticed all over. Between 2005 and 
2007 they toured the East Coast twice, 
the second time with popular band, 
Powerman 5000. The band plays 
shows nearly every week, in different 
places, and every time they play in 
front of a different crowd, their fan 
base increases significantly. 

The amazing thing about their 
success is the fact that they are 
virtually “Do it your self” band, which 
basically means, since they have no 
record label, they have to fend for 
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and reaches for success 


themselves. 

“Tt is extremely difficult when you 
don’t have money. DIY pretty much 
stands for (CB) Completely Broke.” 
Said Mark Roberge, drummer of 
Prospect Hill. “Having no money for 
promotion and marketing does make it 
a lot harder. We do make money off 
shows but it goes right back into the 
band for things like our 'van payment, 
insurance, gas, recording costs and all 
the overhead for production. I do think 
our financial situation will get better 
with the release of our new album, or 
at least we hope.” 

Now that the band is making their 
newest album, which will be out on 
May 17th, 2008, their hopes of being 
noticed are starting to get higher and 
higher. 

They are currently the interest of 
many major record labels, and they 
are hoping the new album can boost 
their interests even more. The band 
seems very confident about the release 
of this new album, and, even if they 
don’t get a record deal, it won’t stop 
them from playing their music. 

“Our main goal is to maintain 
ourselves as a profitable business and 
to do things for ourselves that a label 
would do,” said Roberge. “We would- 
like to develop this into our lives 
without the help of a label. If we get 
offered a good enough deal we will 
take it, but if not, no worries.” 

If you have not heard Prospect 
Hill, then your ears are missing out. 
They have a very unique sound that 
differs from other bands, and this 
shows, a lot on their forth coming 
album. 

Hearing many of their new songs, 
I can say myself that this album is sure 
to impress anyone who appreciates 
good music, especially those who 
knows how hard this band has worked 
to make themselves what they are. 

If you want to listen to Prospect 
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Prospect Hill started out small at Methuen High and is now touring up an down 
the East Coast, and possibly getting a deal with a record company. 
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It is extremely difficult when you don’t 


Hill, you can go to their Myspace, 
which has many of their newest songs 
on it. 

However, the best way to hear 
Prospect Hill’s music is to experience 
it live. 

Prospect Hill is a band that 
always reaches for success. It truly is 
amazing how a band can do so much 
without the help of a record label. If 
they can do allthis by _ themselves, 
and be so successful, at such a young 
age, then their future is looking very 
bright. 


have any money. 


DIY pretty much 


stands for CB - completely broke. 


-Mark Roberge 


Hip hop super stars wow Boston 


Mary J. Blige and 
Jay-Z make Hip Hop 
history in the Garden 


By JUSTIN AGUIRRE 
Contributing Reporter 


She’s the undisputed queen of 
R&B, he’s -one- of the most 
financially successful and influential 
hip-hop artists, and on April 3rd at 
the TD Bank North Garden — Mary J. 
Blige and Jay-Z made history as their 
“Heart of the City Tour” touched 
down in Boston. 

The duo shared the same stage, 
with different bands, equipped with a 
monstrous backdrop screen which 
provided smooth visual effects to 
coincide with the music. They began 
and ended the show together, and 
made cameo appearances on each 
other's sets throughout the night. 

The show started with a video on 
the big screen of the two humbly 
praising each other. 

“Very seldom do we have a mix 
of people who mean so much to the 
culture,” said Jay-Z, receiving cheers 
from the audience in reply. 

Standing back to back atop the 
stage, they went into Jay-Z’s “Can't 
Knock the Hustle,” which originally 
had Blige singing on the chorus in its 
1996 release. 

From there Jay exited and Blige 
went full swing into her impressive 
line-up of hit records. Her unique 
voice soulfully carried through the 
arena on songs like “Love No Limit” 
and “My Life.” On “No More 


Drama,” the songstress’ undeniable 
emotions sent chills as she ran across 
the stage belting out the heart-felt 
lyrics. She didn’t even have to open 
her mouth for “Not Gon Cry,” as the 
crowd chanted the song word for 
word. Jay-Z made a cameo 
appearance on “Real Love,” one of 
her early hits, rapping the verse first 
laid down by the Notorious B.1.G. 

And on “Your Child,” a song 
about infidelity where a married man 
fathers another woman’s child, three 
dancers gave a powerful performance 
by acting out the ballad while Blige 
belted out her lyrics. She concluded 
her set with “Just Fine,” her newest 
record, and the perfect song to end 
her hour-long spectacle. Her sweaty 
frame and disheveled look only 
added to the authenticity she displays 
in her music. 

Jay-Z began his set with “Say 
Hello,” off his newest album 
“American Gangster,” while the 
opening sequence of the movie 
“Reservoir Dogs” played on the 
screen. From there he went into 
“Roc Boys,” accompanied by a 16- 
piece band. Jay boasted through his 
catalog of hits like the club-anthem 
“Can I Get A” and “Dirt off Your 
Shoulder,” before smirking to the 
crowd: “I got a million of these.” 
Sidekick and one-time prodigy 
Memphis Bleek surprised fans with a 
guest appearance on “You Don’t 
Know,” a bass-heavy medley about 
the drug-trade. 

After a video of the late 
Notorious B.I.G. on the screen 
brought the crowd to their feet, the 
Brooklyn rapper went into the fast 
paced, head-spinning “Jigga What, 


a éapella reminding fans he 
definitely hasn’t lost his ability to 
tongue-twist his way through the 
song 

Blige came out to assist on “Song 
Cry,” gracefully singing the 
piano-laced slow jam surprisingly 
better than its original version. And 
on “Big Pimpin” not a peep was 
uttered from his mouth as fans took 
over to rap the smash song for him. 
About an hour into his set Jay 
switched the tempo by asking “Are 
ya'll ready for some change?” A 
picture of George W. Bush had 
everyone booing the president before 
a picture of Barrack Obama appeared 


and brought cheers. 

Never one to disappoint, Jay-Z 
jumped behind the DJ’s computer 
and teased fans as he browsed 
through his countless hit records 
stopping them just as everyone began 
to rap along with him. When 
Beyonce’s “Crazy in Love” came on 
and was quickly halted, Jay jokingly 
poked fun at his new bride with 
“sorry B.” 

The finale brought the two veter- 
ans back together for the appropriate- 
ly titled “Heart of the City,” off of 
Jay’s Blueprint album. When all was 
said and done, the two thanked 
everyone for coming out and strolled 
off stage with arms wrapped across 


MCT Campus photo 
Mary J. Blige and Jay-Z perform live for thousands of cheering fans. 
Jigga Who,” spitting part of the verse 


each other’s shoulders. Although 
Jay-Z is infamously known for “retir- 
ing” and then returning with new 
music, this may be the last time 
Boston sees a performance of this 
magnitude from the former Def Jam 
President. 

For a three-hour concert with no 
intermission, the extravagant show 
was a success. Mary J. Blige and 
Jay-Z are a perfect team with a fan- 
base spread throughout the world. 
But more importantly, the two aging 
hip-hop legends were able to reignite 
the spark that brought shine into their 
music — and luckily Boston was there 
to witness it. 


Lee Audrey’s poolside party 
was a disaster. She had asked 
every one to wear foot thongs 
for the occasion.Gramma and 
Grampa misunderstood. 
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DOWN 

1 Arduous 
journey 

2 Chop into tiny 
pieces 

3 Cornfield 
measure 

4 Belly 
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5 Goddess of 
criminal folly 
6 Transfix 
7 Tearful one 
8 Name-tag word 
9 Desert lizards 
10 Finally! 
11 Jack of talk 
shows 
12 Sailor’s patron 
saint 
13 Nolan or Meg 
21 Drill sergeant’s 
command 
25 Propitiate 
26 Transoceanic 
27 Engendered 
28 Qom resident 
29 Beauty parlor 
31 Western state 
32 Chad's neighbor 
33 Fairy-tale figure 
36 Managed 
37 India or 
indelible 
38 Visualize 
47 \sraelite hero 
49 Boors 


Solutions 


Yon rst happy 1 
see Amelica 


Finally cont roing 
his Impo(tanT |Ssve 
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51 Directory 
contents 

52 Overjoy 

53 “Crazy” singer 
Patsy 

54 Donate 

55 Frosted 


56 Type of dance or 
drive 

59 Equal to the task 

60 Beef cut 

61 Time for fasting 

64 Navigator's 
guide 
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Four superheroes walk into a bar 


Editors dish on 
which superhero wins 
in a fight 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Daras. w 
BPotocki 
(Editor-in- 
Chief): Best 
superhero. 
Hands down. 
Spider-Man. 

Aaron Foss 
(Nvecw 3) : 
[Expletive delet- 
ed]! Batman! 

Carlos 
Olivera (Sports): I don't know how 
you can say Spider-Man. Wolverine 
will just stab little [XD] Spider-Man. 

Nick: Sermuksnis (Alt. Edge): 
People don't give Aquaman enough 
credit. 

Dan: That's because Aquaman 
blows. 

Carlos: | second that. 

Aaron: Third that. 

Dan: All he does is swim and talk 
to fish. 

Aaron: My grandmother talks to 
her fish. 

{laughs} 

Nick: Blame the Superfriends. 
The 1970s weren't good to a lot of 
people. 

Dan: He had a mullet. 

Nick: Everyone had a mullet! 

Carlos: I'm still stuck on the 
grandma thing. 


Local skaters looking 
for more park space 
to grind on 


By STEVE DAGLEY 
Contributing Reporter 


The local skateboard scene is 
more alive than ever before. Day 
after day, providing the weather is 
agreeable, the Haverhill skate park 
is alive and pumping with the 
scraped and sweaty bodies that 
refuse to sit safely indoors, 
Skateboarding has always been an 
activity that requires self-motiva- 
tion and a generous threshold of 
pain and humility. It is a great alter- 
native for those of us that enjoy an 
element of danger in our hobbies. 
One of the best qualities that can be 
found when you watch a group of 
these scrappers is their refusal to go 
down defeated. Their only enemies: 
gravity and fear. There is no hidden 
philosophical wonder about skating, 
but it can be viewed as a form of 
self-expression just as one might 
view an interpretive dance. 

Within skateboarding communi- 
ties there are several different 
branches. Vertical or “vert” skating, 
also referred to as skating the half- 
pipe. Then you have street skating, 
which is what many of you see 
when driving around performing 


Aaron: Batman is Bruce Wayne. 
Bruce Wayne is loaded [with cash]. 
Tons of babes. Instant success. 

Dan: Batman isn't a superhero. 
He's just a rich emo kid in spandex. 

Aaron: He fights crime even 
though he doesn't have to. Rich people 
never fight crime. They just adopt for- 
eign babies. 

Nick: Batman has had like four 
Robins, though. Also, he fights crime 
to avenge the death of his parents. 

Aaron: Shut up, what does 
Aquaman do? 

Carlos: Pow! Right to the kisser! 

Dan: Spider-Man's superior agili- 
ty would allow him to outmaneuver 
Batman and Wolverine. Aquaman 
wouldn't be a problem unless he falls 
in a puddle. 

Nick: But if he did fall in a pud- 
dle, Aquaman would own him! 

Carlos: Spider-Man is fast, but if 
Wolverine caught him he'd get ripped 
in two. 

Nick: You guys have no clue what 
you're talking about... 

Dan: Let's face it; Carlos is way 
too much of a jock to be a part of this 
conversation. 

Nick: Aquaman will win by 
default because everyone else will 
leave. 

Aaron: Batman has way more 
important things to do anyway. 

Nick: Like what? Stop Marvel 
from increasing their sales? 

Aaron: Batman has the coolest 
car. - 

Dan: No argument here 

Aaron: He'd run Wolverine over 
with it 

Nick: He'd just get back up 
[Wolverine possesses an accelerated 


Haverhill can’t 


your daily routines. It can be one or 
several young people cruising the 
city or taking advantage of a conve- 
niently constructed piece of archi- 
tecture. The latter is usually offen- 
sive to the properties owner and can 
lead to a number of outcomes. 
Depending on what this object 
is and the discretion used or not by 
the individual/s is the 
We have always maintained 


determiner. 


hope that kids will use their noggin 
and won't ruin it for the rest of us. 
Unfortunately, that is not the case 
and within the Boston area skating 
can now cost the skateboarder a fine 
and the possible loss of their board. 

Since we do not live in a com- 
pletely fascist society, a generous 
amount of our cities have built 
skateboarders an avenue to continue 
on without penalty. This is an excel- 
lent service from the city that bags 
up a number of problems and there- 
fore must be a win-win situation. I 
give you: the skate park. For the 
most part it's a step in the right 
direction. The problem is that many 
of our daily grinds merge onto the 
same handrail in the same “way too. 
small” alternate skate facility the 
city of Haverhill has built. We 
appreciate the gesture, but as local 
semi-pro Joe (Joseph) Calnan said, 
“They could have asked what the 
locals would like in their designated 
area.” Instead someone who clearly 
lacked a skater's point-of-view was 


Nothing can stop the Hulk. 


healing factor due to his mutation]. 

Dan: Yeah, but Batman wouldn't 
drive his car into the ocean to fight 
Aquaman. 

Aaron: He'd just use the Bat- 
Fishing Trawler. 

Nick: Aquaman would send the 
Atlantean army after them. 

Carlos: Wolverine has the X- 


ide 


Marvel Comics courtesy photo 


Which is why he wasn’t included in the fight. 


Men. - 

Aaron: Batman has the Justice 
League. 

Dan: Spider-Man has the 
Avengers. : 

Aaron: Batman could counterat- 


tack with whatever he pulls out of his 
utility belt. 
Nick: Anti-Shark Repellent Spray 


contain skater 


the sole designer. This is where they 
want us, and we're stuck here. 
Would it really be too much to ask 
for an expansion? 

All we're asking for is another 
500 square feet of tarmac and a cou- 
ple obstacles. When I asked around 
on my most recent skate many of 
these guys would be more than will- 
ing to help with any manual labor 
that may be preventing the city 
from adding on. 

As the afternoon sun painted its 
pallet of reds across the sky, I asked 
some of the regulars what it was 
about this alternate outdoor activity 
they enjoy so much. Jonathan 
Hickey is a phenomenal skateboard- 
er and we shared a laugh together 
recalling a year or two back, during 
which I had brought along my dog. 
Skateboarding apparently was not 
what he felt like viewing at the 
moment, so he wandered off. 
Jonathan was part of the group that 
helped find him that afternoon. 

“I don't know man; it's a great 
social activity for those of us that 
don't feel like sitting in front of a 
screen all day. Skating is really, 
really challenging and it is the 
coolest feeling to finally land a trick 
you've been slamming (falling) on 
all day.” 

When I asked Joe Calnan after 
giving him a moment to catch his 
breath, he proudly stated, “Man, 
skating is so much fun, I remember 


seeing someone do it when I was 
younger and I was so impressed. I 
immediately knew that was some- 
thing I wanted to be part of. It's total 
freedom, there are no rules, and no 
coach screaming at you and it's a 
great way to meet people. You see 
someone skating and you automati- 
cally have something in common.” 

His comments on the park were 
understandable and pretty intuitive, 
“Well, the designer could have put 
more thought into it, that's for sure. 
One of the rails here is a great rail 
but there is no way to use it for its 
intended purpose. It is way too high 
for there to be a runway or ramp 
leading to it. There is plenty of 
room for expansion I mean we've 
got this little square in the corner of 
this massive field that the city does- 
n't use for anything. To help pay for 
the expansion they could put up a 
little refreshment stand and make a 
killing. We all hoof it to the store 
across the way everyday to load up 
on sandwiches and drinks. 

Kurt is another younger skater 
whose progress demands attention. 
He had just wowed the group with 
his first success at executing a “hard 
flip” off the kicker with a landing 
that would impress a panel of 
judges. When asked what he 
thought about the city's alternative 
to street he lit his cigarette and said, 
“It is garbage. They should expand 
it so we're not out getting tickets 


[Adam West's Batman reference]! 

Dan: So, who wins? 

Nick: They're in a bar anyway. 
Might as well grab some beers 
(Spider-Man grabs a ginger ale). 

Dan: Unanimously? 
Aquaman. 

Nick: I didn't agree to that at all. 

Dan: You lost by default. 


dream 


and bothering people. One of the 
best places in town to skate is the 
parking deck and we don't go dur- 
ing business hours but the cops 
have been known to hand out fines 
($10) and occasionally take our 
boards ($110). Haverhill is one of 
the more lenient cities in the area, 
but instead of sending us all here or 
home can't we work together on 
expanding the park?” 

The East Coast is definitely our 
biggest hurdle when you compare it 
to the movement on the West Coast: 
Joe says, “We're limited to what we 


Not 


can skate and when we can do it. 
They have the whole 365 days 
advantage going on and we have to 
deal with winter. I just got back 
from a Cali skate trip and it is so 
different there. A big part is that 
that's where skateboarding was born 
and there is a higher demand and 
concern for it. It also seems that 
money is no object for many of the 
western states when they put a park 
together. There were some mind- 
blowing spots out there man; they 
had to have been multi-million dol- 
lar projects. A true skateboarder's 
dream, lemme tell you. You don't 
want us hanging out around busi- 
nesses and possibly hurting pedes- 
trians? Fine, but give us something 
to be proud of, something that tells 
us our city of residence cares about 
it's youth.” 
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ARIES (March 21- 

4& April 20) - Loved ones 
may this week ask prob- 

ing questions or chal- 
4 lenge new ideas. No seri- 
ous or lasting consequences can be 
expected, so not to worry. Do, how- 
ever, avoid disclosing private fami- 
ly information. Social tensions will 
‘soon fade: wait for key break- 


This mo and all will be well. Late 


Artes” 


is week pay close attention to late 

iving workplace assignments or 
w financial duties. Key officials 
ill push for rapid accomplish- 
‘ments and clearly defined team 
‘coals: remain optimistic. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Several weeks 
of vague business 
" instructions and minor 
workplace tensions will now end. 
Early this week expect new projects 
‘to steadily gain momentum and 
appeal. For many Taureans past 
employment mistakes are easily 
forgotten: stay focused and let lin- 
gering doubts and outdated disputes 
le. Thursday through Sunday a 
w attraction may quickly evolve 
toward romantic seduction. 
Promises, however, may be unreli- 
‘able: pace yourself and watch for 
obvious signals. 


rasa 


_ GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - Romantic part- 
ners may this’ week dis- 
| Gemini close private thoughts 
and rare observations. A 
| brief but intense phase of emotional 
distance between loved ones is now 
easily resolved. Accept all explana- 
tions as valid: private anxieties and 


| The second part of an 


subtle memories will not return. 
After Thursday workplace creativi- 
ty is unusually high. Ask authority 
figures for special permissions or 
new assignments: this is an excel- 
lent time to bring postponed proj- 
ects or forgotten ideas into action. 


oo 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Business or 
financial proposals will 
now offer valuable 
options. Many Cancerians are end- 
ing several days of sluggish career 
progress and postponed applica- 
tions. Find creative ways to express 
new ideas to key officials and 
expect workplace security to steadi- 
ly increase. Late Friday a previous- 
ly shy or withdrawn friend may 
offer unique romantic overtures. 
Flirtation and new attraction will 
now quickly lead to passionate 
promises: watch subtle hints for 
clues. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
S2 22) - Emotional triangles 
Pi between friends may be 
unavoidable over the next 
six days. Areas of sensitivity 
involve career accomplishment, 
boasting or romantic confidence. 
Refuse to be drawn into unneces- 
sary power struggles: at present 
minor disruptions are meaningless 
and will be easily resolved. 
Wednesday through Friday some 
Leos may be asked to clarify their 
financial goals or family expecta- 
tions. If so, remain diplomatic: oth- 
ers will respond to gentle advice. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - An 
ongoing attraction may now require 


Paid Advertisement 


Safe sex information 


Implanon 


Is a flexible, plastic implant about the size 


clearly defined bound- 
aries. Before mid-week a 
friend or co-worker may 
Virgo be unusually expressive 
or vulnerable. If so, 
expect a steady wave of subtle invi- 
tations or private compliments. 
Honestly describe your limits or 
expectations. After Friday some 
Virgos may encounter a rare pro- 
posal for a business or financial 
partnership. All looks promising but 
refuse to sign long-term contracts: a 
detailed review of the facts will 
prove helpful. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23) - New employ- 
AIRS ment schemes and sur- 
™ prising career options 
may this week arrive without warn- 
ing. Many Librans are now ending 
several months of workplace confu- 
sion, low ambition or career evalua- 
tion. This is a powerful time to put 
business plans into action. Don't 
hesitate to ask colleagues and key 
officials for guidance: positive 
pathways are available. After mid- 
week watch also for a friend or col- 
league to reveal unexpected family 
changes: revised schedules a 
re likely. 


. SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
HE Nov. 22) - Listen to the 
business plans or finan- 

Scorpio cial opinions of friends 
and colleagues this week. 

Over the next few days employment 
partnerships will work to your 
advantage. Revised career ambi- 
tions and fast job changes will soon 
be an ongoing theme: carefully con- 
sider all proposals and new options. 


After Thursday some Scorpios may 
be invited to a unique family event 
or social gathering. Business and 
career contacts will prove remark- 
able: stay open to fast proposals. 
x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
Social speculation may 
Sagittarius this week briefly strain 
new friendships. For loved ones pri- 
vacy is now a vital concern. Before 
next week friends and colleagues 
may feel vulnerable to public criti- 
cism. If so, remain diplomatic: 
romantic insecurity and past family 
history may be a powerful influ- 
ence. Friday through Sunday family 
members may express private 
doubts concerning recent financial 
decisions or business or property 
choices. Stay balanced: your guid- 
ance and support is needed. 


SAGITTARIUS 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
ro 22-Jan. 20) - A long-term 
friend may now reveal 
Capricorn vi dden romantic facts or 
ask for delicate family advice. 
Ethical issues and subtle emotional 
triangles are highlighted. 
Encourage contemplation and quiet 
discussions. Calm reflection will 
provide valuable insight. Later this 
week some Capricorns may be 
asked to resolve the past mistakes 
of an older colleague or manager. 
Remain sensitive to all facts, fig- 
ures and political decisions: yester- 
day's errors will soon bring surpris- 
ing advancements. 


AN 
Aquarius 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 
21-Feb. 19) - Family 
relationships and minor 


| informational series 
_ from Health Quarters 


By SARAH KENNEDY 
| Health Qaurters 


Nuva Ring 
_ A monthly vaginal ring that releases 
artificial hormones 
Effectiveness: 92% with typical use. 
_ Pros: Doesn't interfere with sex and you 
only have to change the ring once a month 
Cons: Not best for women over 35 who 

smoke, and some women aren't comfortable 


inserting or removing it. 
= 


Depo-Provera, “The Shot” 
A shot of the hormone progesterone given 
by a health care provider. 
_ Effectiveness: 97% with typical use. 
_ Pros: One shot lasts three months and 
t 't interfere with sex ° 
_ Cons: May cause irregular bleeding or 
eriods and can cause weight change, 
moodiness, headaches or dizziness 


\- 
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The IUD (Intrauterine Device) 
Small T-shaped device inserted into the 


vv by a health care provider and prevents 


ob gtr 


from fertilizing egg 
_ Effectiveness: More than 99% effective 
Pros: Doesn't interfere with sex, and lasts 
10 years but can be removed at any time. 
Cons: Women with multiple partners 
uld always use condoms to avoid risk of 
ic inflammatory disease (PID) 


of a matchstick inserted under the skin of the 
upper arm and can remain inserted for 3 years. 
Effectiveness: More than 99% effective. 
Pros: No medication needs to be taken and 
does not interrupt sex. 
Cons: This method was not tested on obese 
women and it may not be as effective for them. 


The Diaphragm 

Is a small rubber cup that fits inside vagi- 
na, over the cervix and is used with spermici- 
dal cream or gel that kills the sperm. 

Effectiveness: 84% with typical use. 

Pros: Can be put in up to two hours before 
sex and only need be used when needed. 

Cons: Increase in bladder infections for 
some women and may be hard to insert and 
remove. It can also be messy and must be left 
in place for 6-8 hours after intercourse. 


* — Male Condoms 

A latex barrier that fits over an erect penis 
and catches sperm when a man ejaculates. 

Effectiveness: 85% with typical use. 

Pros: Can purchase in drug stores and free 
from family planning clinics and latex con- 
doms help protect against HIV and other STDs. 

Cons: Must be put on before sexual 
intercourse and can cause latex allergies 

‘ (non-latex condoms are available). 


To take advantage of the FREE birth 
control offer, or to get more information, 
contact Health Quarters in Lawrence at 
978.681.5258 or in Haverhill at 978.521.4444. 
We can * usually schedule an appointment 
for you for the following day. 


BOSTON 


UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER TERM 


Earn 10 academic credits 
in 12 weeks. You choose 
two courses, and we'll 
arrange your internship. 


Areas of Study: 
» Arts and Culture 
+ Business and Management 
» Film and Media Studies 
+ Graphic and Web Design 
» International Studies 
+ Politics and Public Policy 
+ Psychology and Social Policy 
é Self-Designed Track 


APPLY BY MAY 2, 2008 


www.bu.edu/Summer/intemship 
617-353-0556 


home disagreements will steadily 
improve this week. After Tuesday 
social or financial differences will 
be forgotten or proven irrelevant. 
Encourage loved ones to discuss 
recent conflicts and disappoint- 
ments: honest communication will 
quickly lead to lasting harmony. 
Late Friday some Aquarians may be 
asked to plan a complex social 
event. If so, ask for assistance: 
group events will work more posi- 
tively if all are involved in key deci- 
sions. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Recently 
disrupted or postponed 
love affairs will now 
move forward. Over the past 12 
days vague comments and social 
confusion may have provided 
wrongful impressions. Allow new 
attractions to captivate your atten- 
tion and expect sensuality or 
romantic intrigue to soon be rekin- 
dled. Friday through Sunday family 
members require added attention 
and support. Emotional decisions 
and workplace power struggles may 
be draining: offer concrete advice. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Family advice will provide mean- 
ingful insight into business prob- 
lems. In the coming weeks older 
relatives offer strong opinions and 
accurate descriptions. After April 
21 pay special attention to financial 
negotiations, delayed promotions or 
changing workplace policies and 
expect revised job expectations to 
soon trigger serious career evalua- 
tion. 
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~- Gymnasium now closing early 


The gymnasium is 
now being locked by 


security at I p.m. 


By CARLOS OLIVERA 
Sports Editor 


Ay h e 
Gymnasium 
will no longer 
be open for 
student use 
after 1 p.m. 
Eagle Security 
now strolls 
/down at one 
o’clock and 
: kicks out 
whoever is in there. This however 
is not sitting well with the students. 

One disgruntled student, Juan 
Ruiz, is outraged with the decision 
of locking up. “It’s not cool, we pay 
tuition and fees and we can’t have 
access to the gym after 1 o’clock,” 
said Ruiz. Maria Hom, assistant to 
the Assistant Dean, Nita 


Lamborghini, said, “It’s for the 
security of the students. Non 
students and-minors would come in 
and use the gym at their will, 
without any supervision.” She also 
went on to say, “just the other day 
we caught two minors in there 
riding their skateboards and ruining 
the floor.” 

Ruiz works in the fitness center 
and gets off at 1 p.m., just as the 
gym is being locked. He went on to 
say, “We close (fitness center café) 
at 1, and then I just want to play 
some ball but I can’t.” Hom also 
said that the policy has always been 
that the gym is closed at one, but 
they never actually locked up 
before. “After 1 p.m., they only 
ones who use the gym are the 
NECC sports teams,” said Hom. 

Ruiz responded to that by 
saying, “Well last semester | would 
be in there playing basketball until 
three in the afternoon with some of 
my friends, so someone wasn’t 
doing their job.” He also was a 
little upset about hearing that the 
policy has always been closing at 1, 
he said “Well I never saw anything 


posted about that, so they should 
post it all over campus so students 
know.” 

Ruiz also had a _ decent 
proposition on how to fix the 
problem about non-students using 
the gym. “The weight room is open 


Another one of Ruiz’s 
propositions was to open the gym 
earlier. The gym opens regularly at 
10 a.m. he insisted that if they were 
going to close it earlier, why not 
open it earlier for students who 
can’t use it in the afternoon. That 


Sn ne oo Ga 


“It’s not cool, we pay tuition and fees 
and can’t have access to the gym after 1 


p.m.” 


-Juan Ruiz 


until 8 p.m., they should have the 
person who’s working in the weight 
room go into the gym every half 
hour and check for [.D.s.” ~ 

That could actually be a 
legitimate compromise seeing as 
there is always at least one person 
working in the weight room. Not to 
mention students generally stop 
using the gymnasium at around 
three or four in the afternoon 
because classes are done. 


however does not seem as logical 
because I’m not too sure how many 
employees are going to want to 
come in earlier than they have to 
just to allow students to play 
basketball. 

Although there is no 
supervision, college students 
should not need supervision to play 
basketball. Most of the students 
who attend Northern Essex are over 
19 years old. It’s ridiculous to tell a 


student he needs supervision to just 
have fun and play some basketball 
with friends. 

. Yes they might be concerned 
for the safety of the students. It is 
possible for someone to get hurt in 
there with no supervision, but it’s 
also highly likely someone drive 
off the side of the road, so are you 
going to tell them they can’t drive 
alone? Students shouldn’t need 
supervision to let loose and relax 
between classes and take their mind 
off of schoolwork for a little. 

The administration has a right 
for the safety of the students, but I 
think there are other ways to 
provide safety rather than lock 
them out of the gym. I’m not trying 
to knock the administration, but I 
believe this matter could have been 
resolved ina different sense. They 
did not even bother to hear thé’ 
opinion of the students and I think 
that was the first and biggest 
mistake. As for now, students wil | 
not get their way. 


Garnett deserving of MVP honors — 


Kevin Garnett should be at 
top of list of MVP names 


By JULIO TEJEDA 
Contributing Reporter 


As the United States debates on who would 
be our next president, NBA analyst and writers 
are in a debate of their own, who should be the 
2007-08 regular season Most Valuable Player? 
One of the four possible candidates is a guy 
well known to the Boston Celtics and its fans 
due to the hard work and dedication that he 
brings every time he steps on the court, Kevin 
Garnett the 12 year pro out of Farragut 
Academy High School. 

Garnett has restored the Celtics back to 
their days of glory when they were the power 
house of the league during the Larry Bird and 
Bill Russell days. Garnett, who is scoring 18.9 


MCT Campus Photo 


Garnett reacts after dunking on 
the 76ers back on Dec. 5. 


points per game while also pulling down 9.4 
rebounds, per game, might not have the num- 
bers that LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, and 
Chris Paul have but has the Celtics at a league’s 
best 60-15 record. He has turned around the 
team who at the end of last season had their 
hopes on ping-pong lottery balls to get the num- 
ber one draft pick. By the time the Celtics lost 
their 15th game last season it was only Dec. 22, 
while the team only had 10 victories at the time. 

MVP’s shouldn’t be based on stats and 
numbers, but effort and performance every 
time the player steps onto the court, whether it’s 
practice or an actual game. By the end of the 
season Boston should be the team with the 
biggest turn-around in NBA history, with only 
24 wins last year, they have already won 34 
more games in just one year. Garnett’s defen- 
sive intensity has the Celtics number one across 
the board in every key defensive category with 
90.1 points per game allowed, 41.9 opponent 
field goal percentage, and a 31.4 opponent 
three-point percentage. 

What hurts his chances is that Boston went 
6-2 in the six games that Garnett missed from 
Jan. 25 to Feb. 19 due to an Oblique muscle 
injury he suffered in the game against his for- 
mer team, the Minnesota Timberwolves. The 
Celtics success without Garnett in the line-up 
and James, Bryant’s and Paul’s season can have 
an effect on Garnett getting the award. James is 
having a spectacular season, leading the 
league in scoring with 30.4 points per game. 
His 8.1 rebounds and 7.3 assist per game give 
him the best overall numbers in the league. 
James can be the first player in the league to 
average a triple-double for an entire season, 
since the Iceman Oscar Robertson did it back 
during the 1961-1962 season. 

Is hard to believe that Bryant has never won 
the MVP award in his career. He has been the 
most dominant player in the game since 
Michael Jordan retired after the 1998 season. 
He is second in the league with an average of 
28.6 points per game and currently has the 
Lakers in third place in the tough Western 
Conference with a 50-24 record. The 22-year- 
old Phenom Paul has his Hornets number one in 
the Western Conference and can run away with 
the award. He is the only point guard in the 
race and makes everybody around him better. 
He leads the league in assist with 11.3 per 


game and steals with 2.7 per game. Any NBA 
fan loves to see the six-foot, 175-pound former 
Wake Forest All-American play, what he does 
with the ball in his hands is a thing of beauty. 
This is going to be one of the closest con- 
tested MVP races in NBA history. All four play- 
ers are well deserving of getting the award. 
Bryant has had his chances in the past but has 
not cashed in the opportunity, even with the 
past two season, where he had averaged more 


than 30 points per game. Paul and James are 
having great seasons but they are both young 
players under 24 who can get plenty of chances 
in years to come. This is Garnett’s time, his 
magical season where he would try to lead the 
Celtics to another championship. The aw. 
goes to the most valuable player to his team, 

the best player in the league, therefore G 
should win it. 
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Would: you like to take the next step on your career path? Are you willing to work hard to 
gain the skills you need to succeed in the employment market? Then the Accelerated 
Business Management Program is for you. 


+ Earn your Associ iate Degree ; in Bu: 


This program 
makes it possible 
for you to: 


Save thousands of dollars 


Check out Anna Maria College and 
check off your college wish list! 


M Academic Excellence 
M Individual Attention 
M Honors Program 

M Sports 

M Community Service 


At Anna Maria College classes are designed to provide 
the individual attention students need to succeed. 


The unique blend of our liberal arts curriculum, 
honors program, sports and community service teaches 
students to reach far beyond their expectations. 


Check out AMC - the college of choice 
and check off your wish list! 


_ANNA MARI 
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c O Is L B G E 


Achievement. Mission. Community. 


For more information contact Admissions at 
admissions@annamaria.edu or call 800-344-4586 ext. 360. 
50 Sunset Lane, Paxton, MA 01612 - 800-344-4586 + www.annamaria.edu 
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THAT THE TIME OF THIS PRESENTATION HAS CHANGED! 


ALSA &é CHIPS 


Leadership Development Workshop 


Monday, 14th 


from 2 - 4PM in Haverhill, TC103A 


GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


credits. 
.  Formore information, please stop by the 
Center for more 


Center 
Tel: 978 556 3731 Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, D117 
Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 


